MY FIRST GRENADE © 


JUST SOFTENED 
YOU UP... 


CRITICALLY INJURED WHILE 
PREVENTING AN ACT OF SABOTAGE,| 
WANK HEYWOOD iS SURGICALLY 
RECONSTRUCTED BY HIS MENTOR, 
OR. GHBERT GILES, USING THE 
MIRACULOUS 8/0-RETAROANT 
FORMULA TO MAKE HANK MORE 
THAN A MAN-- A HERO FORGED 
IN FIRE AND FURY -- 
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HE SEEMS] SHOULD I ) YES, NURSE, AND ) MISS GILES, YOUR FATHER'S 
TO BE iF SUFFERED A SERIOUS 
CARDIAC INFARCTION 
BUT HOW SERIOUS, WE 
CAN'T YET SAY, 


STAY WITHA CALL ME 
a 


UOOENLY, 
GLORIA, HER ) HE CALLED 
FATHER WAS 3) MY NAME 


GILES NEVER APPROVED OF 


AMERICA Ravt aw AN INTEREST 
\N THE WAR. 
IE MATEO 


HE THOUGHT STEEL WAS A HANK...I_ KNOW YOU HAVE 
Rae rene oe AWAR~ TO RETURN To YOUR 
HAWK 7 


RYING TO 
INVOLVE OUR 
COUNTRY IN 
A FOREIGN 


CONFLICT, Ye 


= 
IF HE SUSPECTED 


THE CONNECTION 


BETWEEN STEEL 


MARINE BASE NOW, 


BuT...2 WANT TO THANK 


IVS MEANT A 
GREAT DEAL, 
KNOWING THAT 
YOU'RE HERE 
="ANO I CAN 


THE SHOE! 
LITERALLY 
MAY HAVE 
BROKEN 


FEEL iF YOU FOUND 


OUT THAT J CAUSED $5 
YOUR FATHER’S _ 28m 


DARLING, ) HEART ATTACKS ¢ 


STRANGE, .,FOR JUST A 
MOMENT WHILE WE WERE } 
KISSING, I FELT HANK 
GO OLB, AS THOUGH 
HE'D TURNED TO (ces 


HE'S CHANGED 
SO MUCH SINCE 

HE JOINED THE } 

MARINES AFEW L 
MONTHS AGO,.. 


A 


ONCE HE WAS & BIOLOGIST, 
LIKE MY FATHER; AN 
wu 


NOW HE'S A 


GIL Hi 
AT ALL SURE ABOUT AMERICA'S 
TLL EVER RESPONSIBILITIES 
UNOERSTAND OPE, 


HIM AGAIN, 
SOMETHING,» 


THEY REMEMBER OUR 
LOSSES IN THE F/R ST 
WORLD WAR)"MR. WILSON 'S 
ben Ba 4 THEY 
HEMSELVES, 
PRICE IS - — Ey 
AS > "WE SUFFERED 700. 
MUCH--aND FOR WHAT 2 ) 
WARS GO ON, PEACE 
IS AN (22e/S/ON, 
EUROPE 1S / 
OFC 


AMERICA WILL 
SOON BE THE 44ST} 
BASTION OF Gy» 


ALL OVER OUR COUNTRY, 
THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO [j’| 
OON'T BELIEVE THaT J 
ADCO HITLER AND be 


CAUSE TI 
WAR IS IN EUROPE, 
THEY THINK IT'S JUST 
EUROPE'S PROBLEM! 


” Bl 
WAY I 
ON FIGHTING 


I'VE BEEN TO GERMANY, AND SEEN 


THE NIGHTMARE OF THE TAD REICH. 1 (J 
KNOW WHAT HITLER'S STORMTROOPERS 


= 
vu BNQ THAT'S WHY 
JOINED THE MARINES WHEN 
GERMANY INVADED POLAND 
A FEW MONTHS AGO, 


i" 


SOMEHOW, L'VE GOT TO 

MAKE OTHERS UNDER- 

STAND. THAT'S WHY T'M 

GOING TO PAY A W/S/T 
TO A CERTAIN 


ee 

YOU'RE THAT Guy 
STEEL WHO'S IN 
ALL THE PAPERS! 


WHAT’ RE YOU 
POING 
HERE 2 THOSE 


GUNS --THEY'RE 
my Be 


SORRY, SOLDIER, 
BUT I CAN'T LET 
f JUIGE? 
Bt STRENGTH 
--HIT HIM TOO 
HARD! 


“tT WAS NO TME TO MAKE 
APOLOGIES * THE PRIVATE 
WAS STUNNED, BLT NOT- 
ii oe STUNNEO TO SHOUT 


UAND IF THERE'S. 
ONE THING A MARINE’ 
HAS, 17'S & GOOD 
PAIR OF LUN@S!" 


"THIS WAS THE SITUATION I'D BEEN 

QREADING EVER SINCE I BECAME 

STEEL: THE MOMENT WHEN ciRcuM- 

STANCES WOULD MAKE ME BATTLE 
MY FELLOW SOLDIERS..." 


“NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME, I 
REGRETTED THE TWIST OF 


ME BT Sai 


EI OON’T 
BELIEVE 174 


‘\ "ANO THE STRANGE THING WAS, 
JE THAT POGFACE WAS MORE 
\S THAN HE'C EVER KNOW..,"! 


a 
8) 


cl 


a ZpS- 


», 
rons 


"=-ANO THAT WAS FOR A MEETING WITH L_KNOW WHEN I'M OUT- | ER 
THE GAME MAN I WAS SEEKING NOW, | CLASSED, KATHY, EVEN 
THE PUBLISHER OF THE NEW YORK (© YOU 00 NOT, 

STAR, THE ONE = 
AND ONLY-= 


OSA 


He 
e) A 


WHERE'S YOUR 
IMAGINATION, 
ECWARD2 | 


GOOP LORC, EDWARD--THERE'S A L DON’T FALL? MISS 


MAN OUTSIDE THE WINCOWt —— Ss KULHAMMER... NOT EVEN 


THEOL 


RUNYON, I 
WELL, DON'T STAND THERE " THAN ON. a 
GAWKING LET HIM IN Sew THE WANT TO TALK 
BEFORE HE FALLS! 


OF ALL THE NEWSPAPER CHAINS IN THE Z 

COUNTRY, YOURS 1S THE MOST OPPOSED Y fo 

TO U.S. ROM THE ALLIES IN fi 
ELIROPE, } 


gp Pacers: INFLUENCE % 
lector AMERICANS. 
TRECCEMAMMER | | AND YOURE WRONG, 

TO OO WITH THIS. RUNYON, DEA WRONG | 


Wihe= 


RUNVON, TM NOT \) pm not 

ASKING YOU TO ASKING 

PRINT SOMETHING 
i 


=-NOT WITH THE SLANT YOU'VE YOU REALLY FEEL 
BEEN TAKING, CRITICIZING, \ DEEPLY ABOUT 


THIS, DON’T YOU, 
OF THE MILI on a we BHiny 
mn 


BR 


se 
KaDZA 


THE PEOPLE A CHANCE 
TREAT THE TO. GET READY--DON'T 
NEWS 


ve 


ASKING IS 
THAT YOU 


AMERICA MAY 
LET THEM GET HIT BY A WANT 70 AVOID THIS \, 
cial SUCKER PLNCH! Dead 1 WAR-- BUT WE CAN’T. 


IF EDWARD AGREES TO DO WHAT YOU ASK, 


YES,..\F Lace) hat 
WILL YOU 9O SOMETHING ti RETURN = WORD HE'LL PRESEN aaah 
FACTS, UNBIASED. GET YOUR 
HIMSELF WWE GADGETEER- 


MAN, MISS 
TEL HM RE: AMMER 

ROBBED OVER A HUNDRED @ | ; KULHAM MI 

PEOPLE AT THE PLAZA, / Re 

USING WEAPONS THAT WERE-- 


2 
THE POLICE DON‘T 

STAND A CHANCE OF 
CAPTURING HIM... WILL 


WELL, KATHY, NOW \9 IF, YOURE GOING TO BE A 
fi POLITICIAN: YOU'LL HAVE 
To we ieee, TOLYING / 


WHAT 00 WE DOS 


OF LETTING YOU RUIN + BOY, WILL YOU, AND 
THE STAR SIMPLY TO | CALL YOUR CHAUFFEUR? 
b\ FULFILL A PROMISE ] I'D LIKE To GO HOME, 
TO A PATRIOTIC IM SIMPLY 
FANATIC! EXHAUSTED! 


SIMULTANEOUSLY, 
SOME BLOCKS 
SOUTH, AS AN 
ED VAN 
TURNS WEST ON 
4pusy TY- 
‘CONG STREET, 
HEADING FOR 
THE HUDSON 
VER 


Ri 
DEPOSITORY-- 


LIKE IT'S MADE OITA 
ST> TINDERWOOO ! 


eae Me 
ROCKEFELLA! 


SUMMER IN SAN JUAN 


FROM HANK 
HEYWOOD's 

JOURNAL? 
'"T WASN'T 
HARD To. 
FIND THE 
GARGETEER; 


DIERS--SOLDIERS. ARI 
SIGHTED IMBECILES/ 


\F YOU'RE LIKE THEM, YOU HAVEN’T 


C WIT TO EVEN SLOW ME DOWN ! 


READY 
iE! A 7oY AUTO- 
GYRO? 4 
STEEL! 
INSTANT-GADGETS 
STILL NEED 
PERFECTING, 


OF A SIMPLE 
ANSWER: 


SIMPLY 
PUT, DEAR 
FELLOW-- 


VY ewirn HE \ 
GREATEST 
OF EASE!" 


(7 OH, WO You DON’T, 
| BuppY! You'Re 


NOT SHOOTING b 
R ONE ! aa, 
\ 
IGE 


4 ‘e 
: ay 

| WAIT! YOU DON'T Y; 
RUNCERSTANO ~~, 


iN 4 
A Vf 


\\ 
\\ 
AN 


cos iE, 
ANG SINCE YOU/RE 


B\ THE OWLY WEIRVO 
4 SIGH 


tal 


HOW COULD YOU EVER HOPE 
TO_ STOP A MAN WITH SUCH A 
TALENT FOR MAKING 
GAPGETS 2 


BE BL/SSPUL 
IN YOUR 
STUPIDITY. 
MY FRIEND! 
cf 


\ 
VERY SOON, IT! LL 
BE Adz YOU HAVE 
LEFT TO CALL 
YOUR OWN ! 
HE'S GAINING iy 
ALTITUDE, BUT 
I CAN STILL Ht7 
HIM WITH A 
MERCY BULLET 
BEFORE HE GETS 
OUT OF RANGE | f 


V 


VAX 


“a ! yOu 
COMING QUIETLY, 
oR cOWe ast / 
ROUaNF 


CERRY, WAN ORTIZ BRUCE PATTERSON Sim ROBINE BOB LEROSE AccEW MORO 
WRITER Lp CREATOR PENCKLER wee ABT TERING CAOMET OTOR 


MUST'VE PUT 
= EWE StuhG& NTO HiM-- 
BUT HE'S eTILL MOVIN’! ) 


SCIENCE 1S MOVING AT SUCH A ‘é i +s ANYTHING 6 ~ WE'RE GOING TO OF 
rosslole OMY MCAT . Suer Ex einer wae 
ARTIE/CAk ORGANS | MINISTER CRAZY 
MEN WITH ASTRA a, 8 ENOUGH TO ATTACK 
GACSETS. 


eu PVETATORS WO CAN 
WHIP AN BNTIRG COUNTRY 
INTO ne WITH THE POWRR 
OF A MAIO 


A MORE ELAICNEWT FORM 
OF ESCAPE SEEMS IN ORJER,.. 


q 


q 
¥ 


APPARENTLY HE Was DYSCHMRGED FOR 
WEUTING A CPC 


ROMANE '@ 4 
GENUS BUT TOTALLY 
ANTI-$OC(AE / 


(TLL TAKE MORE THAN 
ORUTE STRENGN 
To TRAP HIM! 


THE GAPGETEER..- ANG EX- 


Pigs omane, 
FORMERLY ATTACHED TO THE 
BRAY GHMEER 


SORPS, 
WANOLING R&P. REGEAREN 
ANP PEVELOPIAENT.. 


sek THOUGHT Zi9 
FINP_HIM HERE WHEN 

HE MENTIONE? @-coRe 
PURING-OUR 1G 


NOW HE'S USING His SaMCS 
FOR CONE 


NOT MUCH CHANCE HE‘ 

AT THE APAPESS HE GAVE 

THE POVONGETRER 'S OFFICE 

FOR HIG PWIVON ENECKE, 
OUT Sits -- 


AHORA KE, HANK. ANY WORT NOTING) HONK. OUT POETOR MAREE 
ABOUT YOUR “a7HER 2 SAYe HELL PULL THROUGH IF HE wHANK, I 


> SURVIVES? THE MGA Por SS CALLED YOUR 


MORTON, \F L COL? SOAK 
WITH YOu, HE SAI7 eye 


NO, GLORIA.,.OUT 29 BETTER ) MAMI! SOHETINES 
WANG BP oi iL'e CAA YOU IMA 
Sob Pe WITHOUT 
ACT ON WOW, 
LIF THE MAJOR 
FID ce" I INT 
HIS HEA T 
ren 4h) NY I'M awd, * 
=f 


Ay ¥ 


*ABSENT WITHOUT 
CEWE, --AL 


IT TOOK WE TIME TO MOREY THE SUCH AS THIS SPIKE FORMED OUT -@UT NOW'S AS GOOD 

WEAPONS I APPROPRIATE PROM | OF AN ALTEREO MOUNTAIN po A TIME AS aiyy-~ 

THAT ARMORY WEEKS AGOK, LUANBING PTTON». “ft 

TURNING MY PISTOL INTO A 2 ; 
FLARE GLIN-- wel 'VE NEVER FULLY 

7ESTEP (7 ANC it STEEL 
ALLOY emcee 

“AOVING MERCY BULLETS ~ 

~ 10 THE Rime -- 


2% JUST HOPE MY SrEEL SKELETON 
| JOBEN'T MAKE ME 100 WEAVY FOR THE 
CABLE 


=6VEN Z CAN'T SURVIVE A 
FALL FROM 
PALS HEIGHT | 


I DON'T KNOW 

OW YOU TRACKED ME 

1, OUT YOUVE ONLY 
own 


WHEN L $7 TEP His ENTERPRIGE, I FOC INO’ CANT GET RIP OF IT IN TIME! (T'S GOTA Yj 
SWORE I? NEVER GE TAKEN TWREE-$ECONP FUSE-~! 


awe! 7 . 
iy 


MAYOR NOT IN TIME FOR 1S, 
ROMANE, @UT THERE ARE 
OTHER PEOPEE IN THIS 
UILAING, AN? (F I CAN 
AOGORE THE EXPLOSION 
WITH AW CR BOPY-- 


ES NERS PEATH, UNBOLE 
12 HELP ME 7 REPAIR ME, 


“THOUGH Z OYON'T STAY 
SANCING FOR LONG" 


IGGMIEs A Plitk-CENGTH 2$-PAGE FTBEL GPECTACHEAR. CEATURING: MYSTERY, 
MONSTERS, AND MAYHEN AS HANK HEYWOOD FIGHTS FOR HIS LIFE IN! 
OV SALE JULY 27! py "9 00} 
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Firat loeue mail is always especially heavy, #0 let's con- 


tinue with your comments on STEEL #1... 


Dear Sirs: 

Anyone! who follows comics and comicdom knows 
the stigma attached to first issues, They are snatched 
up, plastic bagged, and hoarded amongst a ream of 
other comics which share the same fate. I'm not saying 
‘any of this is wrong, but many times, in an effort to retain 
their mint conditions, these books are never ever read. 

STEEL #1 should be read, And even reread. The 
story:tine, up to this point is 4 bit imitative, and | could 
list @ good number of heroes with similar origins, yet | 
loved the book! I've always preferred the raging patriot- 
type hero more than any other type. Steel is, after one 
Issue, @ classic of this genre, 

I've never been a real Don Heck patron, but | must say 
his work this time is exemplary. Steel's costume is 
genius, and the action scenes his best ever. 

| was ready to quit the comics after 15 years of buying 
them. | was bored with all the science-fiction and future 
shock. It's good to see red-whité-and-biue action again 
after all these years! 


Ledbetter 
601 Dupont Ave, Apt. B-14 
Madison, Tenn. 37115 


Many thanks, Roger, it's always nice to hear that a 
fan has rejoined the fold. Our creative team. ap- 
preciates your cornments, but thinks you may have 
misinterpreted Hank Heywood’s character in the term 
“raging”. At any rate, welcome back.—MWB 


Dear Editor; 

All right, we are all up to our heads in super-heroes. 
There are more long-johned today then 
there have been since WW2. What kind of concept does 
it take to convince an editor and publisher that yet 
@nother costumed good guy should appear on the 
scene? 

Is It possible that STEEL, THE INDESTRUCTIBLE 
MAN is such an obviously important epic that it rates 
‘shelf space? No, | don't think 80. On the whole, | found 
STEEL #1 to be strictly average: not to say that It wes a 
bad book, but It was, shall we say, familiar, Conway's 
Scripting style has become aimost ubiquitous to the 


point where | see a writer behind his typewriter, rather 
than a character talking, This is true especially in the 
case of STEEL because | do not yet really know the 
character of Hank Heywood, so instead | see Conway 
feeding words into a balloon, 


Another aspect of STEEL that did not really impress 
me was Heywood's lack of dynamic magnetism. in other 
Words, Heywood came off as just another one of comic- 
dom's “Herolo young men who hear the call of em- 
battied multitudes resiating the fierce, taut grip of tyran- 
ny, oppression, and evil itself.” Heywood is a comic 
book cliché, and Gerry Conway's number one priority 
should be character development along original, rather 
than traditional, lines, The Heck-Giella art was ap- 
propriate. Conway and Milgrom obviously have opted 
for @ traditional approach to the story-telling, and | think 
that approach will probably work out okay. The only 
probiem | can see is that Don Heck tends to be a rather 
dull pencilier, in comparison to the Continuity boys and 
their spawn, 

Oh, have no fear, | will give STEEL every chance to 
Succeed. The real tun in comics is starting with a series 
and watching it grow. Good juck, and I'll be here 
reading 

Dave Blachard 
2709 Woodside Dr. 
Rockford, fll. 61109 


That's all we ask Dave; a chance to entertain you. As 
Gerry and Don grow more acquainted with the 
character, hopefully thelr handling of him will gain your 
approval. One way or another, let us know.—MWB. 


Gerry & Co; 

I've got strongly-mixed reactions after STEEL #1. | 
can't help feeling one more Nazi-fighter is one too 
many. | groan very time | turn @ page ang the Villain 
throws off his cloak, baring his swastika. It Is original to 
have the book set before the US entered the war; that 
should out down a lot on plot duplications of what Rock, 
Fury, Losers, invaders, etc., etc., have already done. 

But frankly, what's Steel going to do? Fight Bundists? 
That would get about five issues. Even if the US hasn't 
entered the war, you might find some excuses to send 
Stee! abroad; not to the Eurpean theatre, but to Africa, 
Russia, China or Tibet. if he stays in the US, it would be 
neat tor him to shift scenes often and combat the Fifth 
Column in all states of the union. | guess what I'm saying 
is that just plain heroics won't keep my interest; you 
need geographic variation to liven things up 

Let's hope STEEL turns Into something really 
different! I'll be around for #2: after that, we'll see. 

Mark Willard 
McCall, Ideho 


By now you've seen # couple of examples of what 
Stee! is “going to do”, Mark. Do toes like Mineral 
Master, Sledgehammer, and The Gadgeteer meet your 
definition of “something really different”? We'll say it 
again, let us know, and please be here for the ni 
issue,.—Mike W. Barr 


HAS 


Ce EXPLOSION 


